


Overview
Critical questions about the Climate Crisis

What is happening in our world?
1. What is contributing to Greenhouse Gas emissions?
2. What is already happening around the world?
3. Who is living in Climate Crisis?

Why is this crisis so difficult?
4. Is anyone to blame for the Climate Crisis?

Who can make change happen?
5. Who do you believe has the power to change the course

of climate change?
6. What can we each do to make a difference?



Image: Ed Hawkins, Annual global temperatures from 1850-2017 in stripe form
Quote: Christiana Figueres, former UN Executive Secretary for Climate Change

We face the greatest 
challenge of human history 

What is happening in our world? 
1850 2017Annual global temperatures in stripe form



Scientists give stark warning

“Global carbon emissions
must be halved by 2030.”



 Burning fossil fuels for transport, industry & 
power

 Cutting down forests and rainforests

 Car exhausts and nitrogen fertilisers

 CFCs found in fridges, air conditioning & 
aerosols 

 Electricity produced by wind & solar power

 Burger boxes & other polystyrene packaging

 Methane gas from rice production, landfill sites 
and gases coming from both ends of cows.

What are the causes ...
Q1 Which of these do not contribute to GHG emissions?



 Global temperatures have increased by about 
1° Celsius in the past century.

 We are already seeing the consequences from 
powerful effects of more frequent extreme 
weather to massive reduction in Arctic sea ice.

 One million species of plants and animals 
(that’s 1 in 4) face increased risk of extinction.

 Average sea level is expected to rise between 
0.5 and 1.5 metres before the end of the 
century.

 Warmer seas are causing coral reefs to bleach. 
Half of the world’s reefs have died since 1990. 

… and effects of Climate Change?
Q2 What is already happening around the world?



Climate risks are not shared equally and are generally greater for
poorer, disadvantaged people and communities. Women are
disproportionately affected by the impacts of climate change.

In 2019, 24 million people had to move because of weather
related disasters including droughts, floods and hurricanes.

Low-lying countries are at high risk of extensive flooding with sea
level rise. Vulnerable island nations could completely disappear.

Poorest are suffering the most
Q3 Who is living in Climate Crisis?

Half a billion children are living in areas with
extremely high levels of flood. UNICEF also
says nearly 160 million children live in areas of
high or extremely high drought severity.

(View this short film to 2:24)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8P1WG43VvgU&ab_channel=DWNews


After Sannevanderbeek.nl

Why is this crisis so difficult?

Climate change is a ...



‘Super Wicked’ problem

Major 
change is 
needed

Many inter-
linked parts

Greatest change 
is needed at the 
core of system

We don't have 
a manual

Solutions can 
bring problems

No clear end so 
we put off acting

Whole world has 
to take 
responsibility



Fossil fuel companies?
Over 80% of all our energy comes from fossil fuels. Since 2000, 70% of the world’s
emissions have come from 100 fossil fuel producers.

Rich countries?
A quarter of all emissions since the Industrial Revolution have been in the USA. In 2019, 
the yearly emissions for a person in Australia is 17.3 tons compared to a global average of 
4.9 tons. Developing countries are living with a crisis they have done very little to create.

Rich people?
Just seven percent of the world’s population (approx 500 million people) are responsible
for 50% of all greenhouse gas emissions in the world. The richest 10% of people consume
around 20 times more energy than the poorest 10%.

Politicians?
Governments have known about the devastating effects of global warming for decades but 
have not effectively tackled the problem. Many still support high carbon economies.

All of us?
The amount of energy we use is increasing at a faster rate every year. This means that
our way of living and daily choices contribute to the increase in greenhouse gases.

Q4 Is anyone to blame for the Climate Crisis?



“Because the countries that create the 
most carbon emissions are richer, these 
are the main countries that have the 

money to prevent climate change. 
However in these countries the effects

are not as obvious compared to
poorer countries that are suffering

with droughts and floods”

UK student
Responding to question in ICN Climate Action Survey pilot 2020.
See https://interclimate.org/young-people-learn-lessons-from-covid-19/ 



When students were asked this 
question in an ICN test survey: 
70% said our Government
55% thought every individual
has the power to influence change
53% said they believed it is
‘businesses & corporations’.  

Who can make change happen?
Q5 Who do you believe has power to change the 
course of climate change?

Young people

Activist 
networks

Local & 
national
charities

Banks & 
financeBusinesses &

corporations

Local 
Councils

International
law-makers

Governments

Each one of us



Changing the law
UK set a law (Climate Change Act) 
to reduce GHG emissions by 2050. 

Over 160 other countries now 
have laws and policies in place. 
Regulations and checks are used 

so everyone is clear what needs to 
be done and has to stick with it.

Making good choices easier
Investment in new technologies such as 
wind and solar energy and batteries (eg 
for electric cars) means they become 
cheaper. Everything from bike lanes to 
food waste collection helps us to change. 

Three-way approach

Anacortes_Refinery_31911 Image Walter Siegmund

Financial risks
Leading banks and 

investors are showing 
that putting money in 
fossil fuel production 
means high risk. Any 
one with any savings 

or a pension can make 
(and ask for) more 
sustainable choices. 

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Explain that in this context we can think of taking action as doing something to help stop a situation (usually bad) from developing or continuing.




Companies join Race to Zero
Many businesses and companies 
around the world are working to 
reach net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050. Together with cities and 
universities, they make up nearly 
25% of global CO2 emissions and 

50% of our global economy.

Councils declare Climate Emergency
Nearly 1,800 local authorities in over 30 
countries have made this declaration. 

Many intend to become carbon neutral by 
2030 and their plans of action reach over 

820 million people.

Action across society
Cities lead the way
Mayors & city leaders 

have ambitious 
targets for carbon 

reduction. Planning, 
renewable energy 

and transport 
through to new 

digital technology has 
a real impact.

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Explain that in this context we can think of taking action as doing something to help stop a situation (usually bad) from developing or continuing.




Greta Thunberg
A schoolgirl climate change 

activist who rose to prominence 
after she began to skip school to 

protest about climate change 
outside Sweden’s parliament. 
She inspired youth climate 
strikes around the world.

Flygskam (Swedish 
for flight shame)

An anti-flying 
movement that 

started in Sweden in 
2019 and encourages 
people to stop taking 

flights to lower 
carbon emissions.

Extinction Rebellion
A socio-political movement which aims 

to use civil disobedience and non-violent 
resistance to protest against climate 

breakdown, biodiversity loss & the risk 
of social and ecological collapse.

Pressure to change

Moderador
Notas de la presentación
Explain that in this context we can think of taking action as doing something to help stop a situation (usually bad) from developing or continuing.




“You are not powerless. In fact, 
your every action is suffused with

meaning, and you are part of the 
greatest chapter of human

achievement in history.”

Christiana Figueres, Former UN Executive Secretary for Climate Change
The Future We Choose, 2020 (p.54)



Young people’s voices

See here for two Global Youth Video Competition winners 2019 
Credit: tvebiomovies (www.biomovies.tve.org)

Young voices for the planet: Felix FinkbeinerUNICEF digital mapping youth project

https://biomovies.tve.org/competitions/global-youth-video-competition-winners/
https://www.youngvoicesfortheplanet.com/plant-for-the-planet-felix-finkbeiner/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0O-kC1HsyE


Source: EcoMatcher

Learning from Covid-19



‘It’s human nature to only prioritise 
the things that are right in front of us, 

about to kill us, and most people 
can’t picture climate change like that.’

‘As we live in an individualistic society it is only
when we are affected ourselves that enough

action is taken to solve the emergency.’”

UK students
Responding to question in ICN Climate Action Survey pilot 2020.
See https://interclimate.org/young-people-learn-lessons-from-covid-19/ 



Find out more: run a Climate 
Action Survey (ask ICN) 

and share your learning to 
motivate others in school.

Take climate action: individuals, 
schools and communities decide on 
priority actions to reduce their own 

carbon footprints.

Have a say: meet with decision 
makers and businesses to ask 

what they’re doing to reduce GHG 
and help our communities adapt.

Join a charity or network: be 
part of a wider network or charity 
to work together against climate 

change.

Q6 What can we each do to make a difference?



Thank You
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